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Synopsis

The Science of Scrounging Whether readers are dumpster divers, estate sale addicts or modern
archaeologists, this easy-to-use and informative guide to "picking" is guaranteed to improve their
antiquing skills. The Picker’s Bible provides great tips on where and how to find antiques for the best
price. A fun and quick read, the book explains the ins and outs of negotiating price, things to avoid,
secrets to success, and how to do it all better than the other guy. There is hidden treasure out there

... Picker’s Bible will help you find it!
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Customer Reviews

Ever wonder what a ’picker’ really does, where he finds sources for all that wonderful stuff, and how
he finds buyers?Ever marvel at all the beautiful things in an antique store, and wonder how the
dealer came to have it all?This marvelous book provides the answers. Author Joe Willard’s an
experienced picker (and collector) and spills all his secrets on the business of antiques - and more
specifically, finding, buying and selling them - and staying in business.You know the obvious places
to look for antique & vintage stuff (and even good new stuff), right? - thrift stores, garage and estate
sales, etc. - but there are many other sources you may never have been aware of as well. Joe
Willard tells you all about them.And, there are better ways to find and interact with the obvious
sources, too. Joe tells us how to get to those sellers, and get the good stuff you want, before
anyone else ever sees it or even knows about it.Joe explains how to approach various sources, and

how to cultivate a network of dealers, other pickers, and other collectors who will help you achieve



you goals. These are the people who can supply you with the goods, and who will buy them from
you.He goes into the ethics of buying and selling, plus the benefits and drawbacks of picking. He
tells you what to think about, what situations to avoid, and how to recognize and seize the
opportunities that come your way - ones that will pass you right by if you aren’t alert to them. You'll
get tips on how to negotiate, price goods for sale (even if you've never seen another and there’s no
price guide available), and trade up.Picker’s Bible doesn’t deal with any specific type of antique; it
isn’'t a price guide and doesn't tell you what to buy. (It assumes you already know the sort of things
you're looking for.)However, there is a short chapter on book picking, which, as a longtime
bookseller (and collector) | found to be well written, if brief. This book scouting chapter gives some
basic information about looking for books at thrifts, library sales, and estate sales. If you've been
buying books for long, you likely won't find much in the way of new information in this chapter. If
you’'ve never thought abut buying books for resale before, you'll be alerted to that field of
collecting/buying, and get the bare bones of how it works/where to look for books. However, if you
want details about book scouting, check out a book such as Book Finds, by lan Ellis.If you’re just
thinking of becoming an antiques picker - or a dealer, you'll find this book packed with ideas on how
to locate merchandise, and buyers. If you’ve been in the business for a while, you may still find it
useful to get a fresh perspective, and I'd be surprised if you don’t come away with some new ideas
on sourcing antiques.Like antiques, but don’t want to go into the antiques business? There’s stuff
here that’s valuable to a collector too - just think of collecting as as picking, not to make a living, but
for your own pleasure. You can buy in the same ways a picker does, and find better stuff, if you
know how.The one weak spot in this book is the very little info about using the internet to find
antiques. However, many of the real-world methods Joe describes can also be easily adapted for
online use. (And, there are so many books available about buying and selling on the internet that a
deep explanation isn’'t absolutely necessary here.)I'm a collector and, for about the past 12 years, a
part-time dealer in a couple specialty antiques areas (and with a continual thirst for learning about,
and occasionally selling, other types of antiques). | don’t plan on becoming a professional picker,
who regularly resells to antiques dealers, but rather ’picking’ for my own business, and collections. |
quickly devoured this book, and got some great ideas from it which | know | will use. I've already
come back to it a number of times to review, and get more ideas, and think it was a very worthwhile
investment of a few dollars.Picker’s Bible is broken into small, topical sections which allow you to
find information quickly, and is engagingly written. Reading Joe Willard’s advice feels a bit like
sitting down with an old, experienced picker friend who’s agreed to let you in on his secrets &

hard-earned tips for picking like a pro.



A polished cover but amateur inside. Poorly edited, and the photographs are so grainy and pixilated,
they look like copies of copies of copies from a basement photocopy machine. The book cover says
the book is easy to use, but it's actually a rambling and circuitous stab at cashing in on the hot word,
"pickers." The publishers an editors of Antique Trader magazine are responsible for this effort, this
attempt, and should consider revising and reprinting the book with clear and careful editing and

clear and crisp illustrations. | recommend waiting for a revised edition.

Did not expect this to be entertaining but it is. It's an easy pick up and put down read as you go kind
of book. Has a lot of interesting tips in it which | plan on using. I'm picking for my own
business...don’t know that I'll run around and offer finds to others. Enjoyable reading and | think

you'll be satisfied.

This is a decent introduction to picking. There are some really good tips it in, but it ends up being a

little redundant. Best picked up used. Pardon the pun.

Lots of good tips that are both motivational and informational. I'm glad that | purchased it, despite

the typos that could have been picked up by the editor reading through it again.

This book has taught me to visually make better choices when | am selecting items for my resale

business in a consignment shop.

Joe Willard did a fantastic job on this book- its a very fun and easy read about antiques and the

photographs are fantastic!!

| enjoyed the book overall, but felt the subject of the book came across as a ’know-it-al."Would have
liked to have found out more about buying and selling in the antique business, but finished the book

feeling as if | never will.
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